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Whilst this year has seen a return to more 
normal weather patterns in some parts of 
Australia after the horrific fires and droughts 
of the previous summer, community 
concern over climate change and the need 
for action has reached an all-time high.

Regrettably, the Australian government 
doesn’t feel the same level of urgency and 
thinks slogans such as “the Australian way” 
and “technology not taxes” are sufficient  
to manage the emerging reality of the 
climate crisis.

While states such as NSW under the 
environmental (and now treasury) leadership 
of Matt Kean are boldly leading on 
commitments to climate change action, the 
recent COP meeting in Glasgow was a low 
point as far as the international perception 
of Australia. Whilst the Prime Minister was 
reportedly personally moved by Bill Gates’ 
recent book on climate change, there 
is little real action by his government on 
the issue. Vested interest, principally the 
fossil fuel industries, continue to be able to 
influence and slow down this time critical 
transformation. 

Chairman’s 
Address  

However, I remain positive Australia will not 
be left behind on the energy transformation 
because of progressive state governments 
of both political persuasions and our 
dynamic business community.

Over the life of the Purves Environmental 
Fund (PEF) raising the awareness of and 
solutions on climate change have been a 
core funded area. Initially supporting Tim 
Flannery with his books on climate change, 
we have funded the establishment and 
ongoing operation of the Australian Youth 
Climate Coalition, the Climate Council and 
Farmers for Climate Action, as well as 
numerous awareness campaigns including 
WWF’s Earth Hour. 

Not only is there now overwhelming 
support for climate action in our 
communities (75%+ of Australians see 
climate change as a serious issue), but 
business is now leading the charge. Many 
businesses see huge opportunities available 
based on the emergence of the new green 
industrial revolution. As Mark Carney, the 
former head of the Bank of England, often 
notes, being part of this transformation 
offers the greatest opportunities in a lifetime 
for young people going into commerce.

While climate impacts are all pervasive on 
the environmental front, the PEF continues 
to support other critical environmental 
efforts ranging from preserving the Great 
Barrier Reef to improving water reform, 
helping protect our unique wildlife and 
ensuring better environmental laws and 
enforcement of existing laws. 
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Although climate change is a critical factor 
there is a fundamental need to achieve 
improved environmental outcomes and 
processes in these other important areas 
as well.

During 2020-21, a continuing outstanding 
success story has been the national merger 
of Environmental Defenders Office (EDO). 
The PEF is a cornerstone funder providing 
capacity building resources to support 
this merger of previously state-based 
organisations to come together as ONE 
national EDO. This has given the EDO the 
depth and breadth of talent plus the financial 
clout to stand up and support public interest 
in areas of climate, biodiversity, water,  
and law reform. This is particularly critical 
for regional and Indigenous communities 
that face fossil fuel developments that 
have far reaching negative social as well as 
environmental impacts.

The year also saw the PEF pass the  
$20 million gifting mark, funding some 
290 initiatives since it was established. At 
times it has felt like the challenges are so 
overwhelming and progress is two steps 
forward and one step back. However, I do 
feel we have made a difference in better 
protecting our natural world, a world 
that we increasingly realise we must live 
in harmony with, if humanity is going to 
survive and prosper into the future.

Since the establishment of the PEF, I have 
been fortunate to have the input of Ian 
Pollard AM, Richard Gelski, Geoff Brunsdon 
AM, and more recently my son, Rhett, as 
Directors. I would like to thank them for 
their continuing contribution. In addition,  
I’d like to thank Erika Hosoyama who 
manages the fund.

Let’s hope the Glasgow COP Climate 
meeting provides a turning point in 
addressing climate and moving humanity  
to a more sustainable basis.

Robert Purves AM  
November 2021
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About the Purves 
Environmental 
Fund 

Vision

The PEF’s vision is an environmentally sustainable world in which biodiversity is preserved.

Mission

The mission of the PEF is to advance, primarily through education of individuals and 
organisations, environmental sustainability and preservation of biodiversity.

Objectives

The PEF grants gifts (funds) to enable and empower others working towards environmental 
sustainability and preservation of biodiversity.

We aim to:

 • Act as catalysts to change;

 • Fill gaps in effecting change;

 • Break down barriers to action;

 • Support creation of new thinking and practice;

 • Provide bold leadership; and,

 • Encourage participation of stakeholders.
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Charitable Purpose

The charitable purposes of the PEF are:

a) To protect and enhance the natural 
environment;

b) To enhance the protection of Australia’s 
unique biodiversity for the benefit of 
future generations through the protection 
of native species and the ecological 
processes that support them, particularly 
in the primary production landscape;

c) To provide information and education 
about the natural environment and to 
improve the Australian community’s 
understanding of the urgent need for 
greater sustainability; and,

d) To support scientific research and field 
projects that are aimed at supporting 
catalytic work to find solutions for 
important environmental issues not 
currently supported by environmental 
groups or government.
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NGO Capacity Building
The PEF has long been a strong supporter of assisting capacity building of critical 
environmental organisations to enable them to keep their doors open and deliver their 
activities. Our capacity building funding is unique and focuses on supporting internal 
organisational growth, especially around building financial foundations to become more 
sustainable and less reliant on government grants, and strengthening of human resources 
and governance. The PEF also provides untied donations and core funding to support 
operation of the organisation in general.

The Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists

www.wentworthgroup.org 

The Wentworth Group of Concerned Scientists is an 
independent group of eminent Australian scientists, 
economists and business people. It was formed in 
2002 with the objective of connecting science to 
public policy to improve the management of Australia’s land and water resources and the 
conservation of Australia’s biodiversity. The PEF is a major sponsor providing core funding 
to cover its operational and management costs. 

Since its establishment, the Wentworth Group has built a national reputation for practical, 
high quality, scientifically-based policy reforms to improve the management of Australia’s 
land, water and biodiversity assets. Central to the success of the Wentworth Group is its 
ability to harness the voluntary assistance from highly qualified people who contribute their 
time, expertise and reputations to the development of public policy reforms. 

As at 30 June 2021, the Wentworth Group has 15 Members. They are: Mr Martijn Wilder 
AM, Professor Bruce Thom AM FIAG FTSE, Ms Anna Skarbek, Mr Robert Purves AM, 
Professor Jamie Pittock, Professor David Karoly FAA, Professor Lesley Hughes, Dr Terry 
Hillman AM, Professor Tim Flannery FAA, Professor Richard Kingsford, Professor Martine 

Activities and 
Organisations 
Supported  
During Financial 
Year 2020-2021

http://www.wentworthgroup.org
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Maron, Professor Fran Sheldon, Mr Peter Cosier AM, Mr Mike Grundy FAIA CPSS, 
Associate Professor Bradley Moggridge and Dr Emma Carmody.

The Wentworth Group relies on the personal commitment and time of the individual Members, 
other experts and a small secretariat to support the Wentworth Group’s activities.

The Wentworth Group is especially grateful to Ms Ilona Millar, Ms Rachel Walmsley, Dr Matthew 
Colloff, Ms Fabiola Silva and the Climate Media Centre for their contributions to the Wentworth 
Group’s work this year. The Wentworth Group is grateful to The Ian Potter Foundation and 
the members of Australian Environmental Grantmakers Network for their on-going financial 
support. The Wentworth Group also acknowledges Dr Eytan Rocheta and Dr Celine Steinfeld 
(who was appointed Director in October 2020) for their assistance in the Secretariat, and  
Dr Bonnie Mappin, Mr Ben Maslen and Mr Leigh Radford, who provided key expertise.

Water Reform 

The Wentworth Group has maintained a strong interest in the sustainable management of 
Australia’s water resources. Its focus in recent years has been in the Murray-Darling Basin 
where the Australian government has committed a major reform package, which included 
the Murray-Darling Basin Plan and a $13 billion investment to restore the health of the Basin. 

Given the scale of the reform and the large public investment, the Wentworth Group has 
invested significant resources into the technical and institutional changes needed to ensure 
these reforms deliver long term outcomes for the people and ecosystems in the Basin. 

In August 2020, the Wentworth Group released a research paper entitled Assessment 
of river flows in the Murray-Darling Basin: Observed versus expected flows under the 
Basin Plan 2012-2019. Flows at gauges at 27 sites across the Murray-Darling Basin were 
assessed to judge the impact of the $6.7 billion the Commonwealth Government has 
spent recovering water under the Murray-Darling Basin Plan to increase river flows. The 
Wentworth Group found that 22% of the water that should have been in the River Murray 
was missing, and called for governments to investigate and address this major problem.

The largely unregulated take of water through ‘floodplain harvesting’ in the northern Murray-
Darling Basin is increasing rapidly and threatens freshwater ecosystems, downstream 
communities and the Basin Plan. The Wentworth Group contributed evidence to NSW 
Government deliberations and NSW parliamentary inquiries into floodplain harvesting. 
Based in part on its evidence, the NSW Legislative Council twice disallowed inadequate 
regulations proposed to govern the practice. The Wentworth Group is proposing better 
ways to regulate floodplain harvesting to ensure that downstream wetlands, towns and 
other water users receive adequate water.
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Activities and Organisations Supported 
During Financial Year 2020-2021

Figure 1: Four examples of flood works: levees, channels, off-river storages and tanks. Other floodplain 
earthworks can also be used such as flooding and ponding banks, protective earthworks, roads etc.

Figure 2: Satellite imagery showing water flows 
on floodplains including earthworks intercepting 
and restricting flow paths (image from Digital 
Earth Australia’s Water Observations from Space)

Figure 3:  Digital elevation map of a floodplain showing 
the areas of higher (red) and lower (blue) elevation. The 
engineered structures protrude out of the relatively flat 
floodplain (image from Google Earth Engine)
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To improve water management policies nationally, the Wentworth Group contributed 
extensively to the Productivity Commission’s 2020-21 National Water Reform Review. A 
number of our solutions were adopted by the Commission in their recommendations for 
reforms to the Federal Government, including recommendations directed at: improving the 
integrity of water governance; regulating the ‘interception’ of water through changed land 
uses; and requiring proponents of new water infrastructure developments to undertake 
rigorous cost-benefit analysis.

Water released into Menindee Lakes, May 2021

Landscape Conservation

The statutory review of Australia’s environmental laws provide a once-in-a-decade 
opportunity to help bend back the curve of biodiversity decline in Australia, while 
simultaneously simplifying and streamlining assessment and approval processes for 
business. The Wentworth Group proposed changes that can deliver better environmental 
outcomes while reducing regulatory burden and duplication for business. 

However, government proposed amendments threaten to weaken Australia’s national 
environmental law, the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999. 
The Wentworth Group provided evidence and engaged senators and the Federal Minister 
regarding proposed amendments that would streamline environmental approvals and 
adopt weak standards. To date, the Wentworth Group’s efforts have helped persuade key 
senators not to weaken the environmental law.

In 2021-22, the Wentworth Group will focus on mapping and reporting on changes in 
native vegetation composition, and by quantifying the interventions needed to restore all of 
Australia’s environment to a moderate degree of health.
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Activities and Organisations Supported 
During Financial Year 2020-2021

Environmental Defenders Office (EDO)

edo.org.au

In September 2019, the eight state-based EDO 
relaunched itself as one merged national organisation, 
becoming the largest environmental legal centre 
in the Australia-Pacific dedicated to protecting 
climate, communities and shared environment by providing access to justice, running 
groundbreaking litigation and leading law reform advocacy. To aid with the merger process, 
the PEF is supporting EDO futureproof itself financially by building and growing a diverse 
and stable income base that allows them to operate a larger organisation. 

Australian Youth Climate Coalition (AYCC)

www.aycc.org.au 

AYCC is one of Australia’s largest youth-run organisations. 
AYCC’s mission is to build a movement of young people 
leading solutions to the climate crisis. The PEF has been 
supporting AYCC since 2007 by contributing towards its 
programs and core operation. In particular, the PEF has been a 
major supporter in helping AYCC become a financially sustainable organisation, especially 
through the establishment and maintenance of its regular giving program. 

During 2020-21, the PEF provided core support and also continued funding Seed 
Indigenous Youth Climate Network, a branch of AYCC, build its communications and 
storytelling capacity to elevate the stories of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people 
through climate change lens.

Australian Environmental Grantmakers Network (AEGN)

aegn.org.au  

The PEF is a Leading Supporter of AEGN. The AEGN aims to 
improve the conservation, protection and functioning of Australia’s 
natural environment and ecological processes through education 
and networking of grant-makers.

https://www.edo.org.au/
http://www.aycc.org.au
http://aegn.org.au


Famers for Climate Action (FCA)

farmersforclimateaction.org.au

FCA is a movement of farmers, agricultural leaders 
and rural Australians working to ensure that farmers 
are a key part of the solution to climate change. It 
is the only famer-led organisation that specialises in 
climate action, and it works across the agricultural and 
climate sectors to manage risks and find opportunities 
to adapt to, and mitigate climate change. 

During 2020-21, the PEF continued to support the strengthening of its financial capacity by 
employing a Donor Engagement Coordinator to scale up its fundraising streams by building 
a larger and more stable funding base.

Environment Centre NT

ecnt.org.au

The Environment Centre NT is the peak non-
government environmental advocacy organisation 
in the Northern Territory, and plays a leadership 
role in environmental policy development and 
environmental protection campaigns in the region. 
The PEF has been contributing general annual 
donation to the organisation since 2014.

Accounting for Nature

accountingfornature.org

Accounting for Nature is a transparent, affordable, 
verifiable and certifiable environmental accounting 
framework to inform better investment, policy and 
management decisions in natural capital. The framework 
was originally developed by the Wentworth Group of 
Concerned Scientists. The PEF provided a general 
support in 2020-21 to help its activities and operations to build the world’s most 
scientifically credible and trusted environmental accounting standard.
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http://farmersforclimateaction.org.au
http://ecnt.org.au
https://www.accountingfornature.org/
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Activities and Organisations Supported 
During Financial Year 2020-2021

Initiative-based Funding
Apart from capacity building, the PEF also provides initiative specific funding. These are 
provided to organisations and initiatives that not only closely align with our charitable 
purposes, mission and vision but also our focus areas of support. The funding focus areas 
are periodically reviewed in accordance with our latest strategy and direction that reflect the 
environmental movement and gaps in effecting changes. During 2020-21, our focus funded 
areas were improvement in landscape and water management, climate change 
action plan and renewables advocacy, and species loss from habitat destruction.

Improvement in Landscape and  
Water Management

Greening Australia

greeningaustralia.org.au

Greening Australia works to solve bold and 
complex environmental problems through 
conservation on a massive scale using science-
based and innovative programs and projects. 

In 2020-21, the PEF supported Greening Australia 
engage an external consultant to conduct a scoping study on proposed ecological and 
farming regeneration project in the Monaro region in NSW. The study identified the most 
urgent priorities and the processes that would trigger change required to shift to a more 
regenerative practices and preservation of natural capital in the region. Follow-up steps of 
this exercise is currently being explored.

https://www.greeningaustralia.org.au/




Climate Change Action Plan and 
Renewables Advocacy

ClimateClever

climateclever.org

The ClimateClever Initiative is an innovative, engaging, 
and data-driven program that enables users to measure, 
track and compare their utility consumption and carbon 
footprint, reduce their emissions and utility costs, and 
increase their knowledge around climate change, 
sustainability and low carbon living. 

In 2020-21, the PEF supported ClimateClever provide free subscription to 50 schools 
across Australia for 12 months to help schools and students become leaders in 
sustainability and climate action. 

Solar Citizens

solarcitizens.org.au

Solar Citizens is an independent, community-based 
organisation working to protect and grow renewable 
energy in Australia. Solar Citizens is bringing together 
millions of solar owners and supporters to take action 
to pursue the largest opportunities for a fast and fair 
transition to clean, renewable energy. 

In 2020-21, the PEF supported Solar Citizen’s campaign in Queensland aimed at telling 
positive renewables jobs stories in the region and build support for renewables amongst 
business leaders and community across the region. During this period the Queensland 
state government committed to establishing Renewable Energy Zones, and increasing 
investments in publicly-owned large-scale renewable energy generation. 
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Activities and Organisations Supported 
During Financial Year 2020-2021

https://www.climateclever.org/
https://www.solarcitizens.org.au/
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Species Loss from Habitat Destruction

Deforestation-Free Alliance

wwf.org.au 
tws.org.au 
queenslandconservation.org.au 
edo.org.au  
ecnt.org.au

The PEF has been supporting a 
campaign run by an alliance of NGOs to 
stop excessive deforestation in Australia 
since 2017. During 2020-21 the alliance 
continued its focus in Queensland as it 
remains to have the highest rates of deforestation in Australia even after the strengthening 
of vegetation management laws in 2018 as a result of alliance’s work. The alliance also 
continued to engage with the beef industry, which is one of the major contributors to tree-
clearing in Queensland. Furthermore, it ran a campaign in Northern Territory in response to 
increased land clearing threats from proposed cotton industry expansion. Key activities and 
achievements during 2021-21 include:

 • Ongoing engagement and advocacy with beef industry led to McDonald’s Australia to 
commit to stop selling beef produced on Queensland properties on which primary forest 
was cleared from December 2020 onwards, and Woolworths to commit to sustainably 
source beef and soy in its brands and soy in livestock feed that do not contribute to 
deforestation by 2025;

 • Queensland Premier directed in writing in late 2020 the new Environment Minister to 
implement the following objectives relevant to land carbon and land clearing (as well as 
land restoration and koalas):

 – Oversee the development of the Climate Action Plan 2020-2030, through 
consultation with industry and community, and generate actions to reduce emissions 
and support sustainability initiatives.

 – Oversee the implementation of the Southeast Queensland Koala Conservation 
Strategy 2020-2025.

 – Continue to work with the Treasurer and Minister for Investment and stakeholders to 
implement the flagship $500M Land Restoration Fund.

http://wwf.org.au
http://tws.org.au
http://queenslandconservation.org.au
http://edo.org.au
http://ecnt.org.au


 • The Alliance acted as the eNGO representative on the Queensland Koala Advisory 
Council, which resulted in a Koala Conservation Strategy and the strongest koala 
protections Queensland has ever seen. These strong new regulations prohibit the 
clearing of over 330,000 hectares of koala habitat areas in southeast Queensland.

 • The Alliance ran a rapid and sharp campaign to highlight the threats of increased 
land clearing and damage to the Northern Territory’s wild rivers from a cotton industry 
expansion. 

Invasive Species Council

invasives.org.au  
reclaimkosci.org.au 

The Invasive Species Council campaigns for better laws 
and protections for native plants and animals from weeds, 
pests and feral invaders. The PEF is supporting the Reclaim 
Kosci campaign led by the Council to ensure that the 
NSW government puts in place a strong management plan 
that begins action to protect the environmental values of 
Kosciuszko National Park by significantly reducing horse 
numbers and repairs the damage created by 14,000 
horses.

Colong Foundation for Wilderness

colongwilderness.org.au  
giveadam.org.au 

The Colong Foundation for Wilderness is Australia’s longest-
serving community advocate for wilderness. It promotes the 
idea of natural areas exist for nature’s sake and wilderness 
as a place where nature has primacy, a place where nature 
can flourish in glorious diversity. The PEF is supporting 
a grassroots community campaign led by Colong Foundation to stop the raising of 
Warragamba Dam wall in the Great Blue Mountains World Heritage Area, which would 
result in destruction of 65 km of wilderness rivers and inundation of 4,700 hectares of land 
impacting many listed threatened species.
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Activities and Organisations Supported 
During Financial Year 2020-2021

https://invasives.org.au/
https://reclaimkosci.org.au/
https://www.colongwilderness.org.au/
https://www.giveadam.org.au/
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Taronga Conservation Society

taronga.org.au/donate/wild-futures 

The PEF contributed to Taronga Conservation Society’s 
Wild Futures project, which will establish Specialist 
Teaching Veterinary Hospitals in Sydney and Dubbo, 
NSW. The project aims to not only provide urgently 
needed additional space for the increasing demand on 
Taronga’s services for treatment, surgeries, rehabilitation and quarantine, but also enable 
widespread training and upskilling of wildlife carers, students and veterinary practitioners 
across the country.

Bob Brown Foundation

bobbrown.org.au

The Bob Brown Foundation promotes the protection and 
enhancement of, and information provision and education 
about: the wild and scenic beauty of Tasmania; the 
ecological integrity of Australia; Earth’s wilderness; and the 
happiness of humanity on Earth. During 2020-21, the PEF 
supported Bob Brown Foundation’s the Great Forest Case 
in its attempt to protect the habitat of endangered species from logging.

Requiem

whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/events/requiem 
vimeo.com/527638667

The PEF supported the hosting of “Requiem”, a visual art, poetry, musical performance and 
lecture series in the Paddington Reservoir during the Sydney Festival 2021 curated by artist 
Janet Laurence. The aim of the project was to reflect on the unprecedented loss of species 
and native ecosystems from the catastrophic bushfires of summer 20219-20.

https://taronga.org.au/donate/wild-futures
https://www.bobbrown.org.au/
https://whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/events/requiem
https://vimeo.com/527638667
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Species loss 
from habitat 
destruction 

6%

As a public fund, the PEF receives donations from the public. The main source of funding is 
from a private trust, the Purves Private Fund. 

The PEF receives an in-kind donation of office space and administrative support from RPG 
Management Pty Ltd.

2020-2021 Expenditure Analysis

The diagram below depicts typical expenditure broken down by a generic categorisation.

Climate change action plan & 
renewables advocacy 

10%

NGO Capacity Building 
70%

Improvement in 
landscape and 

water management 
4%

Administration 
9%

Financial 
Summary





Governance

The Trustee
Purves Public Environmental

Custodian Pty Ltd

Board of Directors

Management Committee

The Trust
Purves Environmental Trust

Australian Charities 
& Not-for-profits 
Commission

Register of
Environmental
Organisations

Deductible Gift
Recipient

Robert Purves AM

Geoff Brunsdon AM

Richard Gelski

Ian Pollard AM

Rhett Purves

The Public Fund
Purves Environmental Fund

(PEF)
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Fund Structure

The Purves Environmental Fund is the Public Fund of the Purves Environmental Trust. The 
Trustee of the Trust is the Purves Public Environmental Custodian Pty Limited (the Trustee 
Company), which is a company limited by shares. The Purves Environmental Trust was 
founded in 2004 by Robert Purves AM.

The PEF operates on a not-for-profit basis. The Trust is registered on the Register of 
Environmental Organisations and is a Deductible Gift Recipient (ABN 78 930 366 807). It is 
also a registered charity with the Australian Charities and Not-for-profits Commission. 
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Board of Directors

The Board of Directors of the Trustee 
Company governs the Purves Environmental 
Trust. The Board members also form 
the Management Committee of Purves 
Environmental Fund (PEF). The Board sets 
the strategic direction and policy of the PEF, 
approves the annual budget and regularly 
reviews the operations and financial status 
of the organisation. In their capacity as 
members of the PEF’s Management 
Committee, the Board also approves PEF’s 
support for individual projects. The Board 
ensures compliance with the Corporations 
Act and Income Assessment Act, as well as 
the requirements of the Australian Securities 
and Investment Commission and Australian 
Charities and Not-for-profits Commission.

The Directors are:

Geoff Brunsdon AM is a professional 
company director and is currently Chairman 
of Sims Limited, Metlife Insurance Ltd and 
Dexus Asset Management Ltd. In 2009, 
he retired as Managing Director and Head 
of Investment Banking of Merrill Lynch 
International (Australia) Limited. Geoff was 
a Member of the Takeovers Panel between 
2007 and 2016, he is a Fellow of the 
Institute of Chartered Accountants, a Fellow 
of FINSIA and a Fellow of the Institute of 
Company Directors. 

Richard Gelski is a consultant at 
corporate law firm Johnson, Winter & 
Slattery. He has over 40 years’ experience 
as a university academic, barrister & 
solicitor. He sits on a number of private 
& public company boards as well as a 
number of Private Foundations. 

For the past twenty years Richard has 
provided pro bono work to charitable funds 
and created a variety of private charitable 
foundations.

Ian Pollard AM is a company director 
and actuary. He is currently Chairman of 
RGA Australia and the Wentworth Group of 
Concerned Scientists. Ian was previously 
Chairman of Billabong International, 
Corporate Express Australia and Just 
Group. Ian is also an executive coach with 
Foresight’s Global Coaching. A Rhodes 
Scholar, Ian has written a number of books 
and papers, principally in the areas of 
corporate finance and human development. 
He has also been active in a number of  
not-for-profit organisations, principally 
involved with youth.

Robert Purves AM is a businessman 
and an environmentalist. He is a founding 
member of the Wentworth Group of 
Concerned Scientists, a Director of Climate 
Council of Australia, a Patron of the Lizard 
Island Research Station, and a Governor of 
Australian Youth Climate Coalition. Robert 
is the immediate past President of WWF-
Australia and a former board member 
of WWF-International. In 2008 Robert 
was appointed a Member of the Order of 
Australia (AM) for service to conservation 
and the environment. Robert was also 
awarded the Australian Geographic Society’s 
Lifetime of Conservation Award in 2015.

Rhett Purves is a corporate strategist, who 
has led large-scale business transformation, 
growth and scale-up. He holds a Bachelor 
of Business (Hons), Finance.

Governance
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Company Secretary

Erika Hosoyama oversees the day-to-day management of the PEF as the Environmental 
Officer. She is also the Company Secretary for the Trustee Company and supports the 
Board with strategic planning, performance and operational matters. She has a background 
in communications and community relations for environmental projects, and holds degrees 
in environmental science and environmental law.

Auditors

Purves Environmental Fund is audited by Calibre Partners Pty Ltd  
(Level 8, 1 York Street, Sydney NSW 2000).

Environmental Policy

The PEF has an environmental policy that aims to reduce the environmental footprint of the 
PEF’s activities. This is done by neutralising greenhouse gas emissions from staff air travel 
by purchasing carbon offsets, purchasing eco office supplies and products, where available, 
and recycling office waste.

Supporting the Purves Environmental Fund

The PEF welcomes donations, which are used to support the important work of advancing 
environmental sustainability and preservation of biodiversity. To make a tax-deductible 
donation, please either contact us to obtain bank details or send us a cheque payable to 
Purves Environmental Fund and provide your name and address.

Applying for Funding

Funding is available to activities that meet the PEF’s objectives and charitable purposes, 
and funding focus areas. Applicants must complete an enquiry of interest (EOI) form 
available on our website. If the proposal is deemed to align with the PEF’s scope, the 
applicant will be invited to submit a formal application for consideration by the Board.
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Projects Supported Since Inception

Since its establishment in 2004, the Purves Environmental Fund has gifted $20 million of 
benefactions. Below is the list of projects and organisations that the PEF has supported 
over the years (in alphabetical order):

2003/2004
 • Conservation on Private Lands: 

The Australian Experience 

2004/2005
 • Climate Action Network Australia
 • Environment Business Australia 

(EBA)
 • The Climate Group

 • The Weather Makers

2005/2006
 • Australian Wildlife Conservancy
 • EBA
 • Clean Up Australia –  

Clean Fuels Campaign
 • Climate Action Network 

Australia
 • Tarkine National Coalition
 • The Wentworth Group of 

Concerned Scientists
 • The Weather Makers
 • Total Environment Centre 
 • Real Pictures “On Trial”

2006/2007
 • EBA
 • Creative Climate Brainstorm 

Network Meeting
 • The Climate Group Greenhouse 

Indicator
 • The Wentworth Group of 

Concerned Scientists
 • Thinking About Climate Change
 • Total Environment Centre
 • We are the Weather Makers
 • Weather or not it’s a Climate for 

Change
 • WWF-Australia Macquarie 

Island Conservation

2007/2008
 • Australia 2020 Summit
 • AEGN
 • AYCC – school climate 

messengers
 • Cents and Sustainability
 • EBA
 • Emerald Awards by Climate 

Leaders

 • Environment Centre of  
Northern Territory

 • On Our Watch
 • “On Borrowed Time” Learning 

Resource
 • State Library of NSW – 

Fellowship in Environment  
& Conservation

 • The Climate Group  
Greenhouse Indicator

 • The Wentworth Group of 
Concerned Scientists

 • Thinking About Climate Change
 • Total Environment Centre
 • Wakakiri
 • Weather or not it’s a Climate  

for Change
 • WWF New Zealand

2008/2009
 • AEGN
 • AYCC – school climate 

messengers
 • Cents and Sustainability
 • Copenhagen Climate Council
 • Earth Hour 2009
 • EBA
 • Environment Centre for NT
 • “On Borrowed Time” Learning 

Resource 
 • On Our Watch
 • State Library of NSW fellowship
 • Tarkine National Coalition/

Tarkine World Heritage
 • Terrestrial Carbon Group 
 • Thinking About Climate Change
 • The Climate Group  

Greenhouse Indicator
 • The Wentworth Group of 

Concerned Scientists
 • Total Environment Centre
 • World Congress of Science 

Producers
 • WWF New Zealand

2009/2010
 • AEGN
 • AYCC & AYCC Power Shift
 • Carbon Grazing Trust

 • Centre for Sustainability 
Leadership

 • Cents and Sustainability
 • Copenhagen Climate Council
 • EBA
 • Earthwatch Institute
 • Environment Centre for NT
 • State Library of NSW fellowship
 • Tarkine National Coalition 
 • Total Environment Centre 
 • The Wentworth Group of 

Concerned Scientists
 • WWF New Zealand

2010/2011
 • 1 Million Women
 • AEGN
 • AYCC & AYCC Power Shift / 

Youth Decide
 • Carbon Grazing Trust
 • Centre for Sustainability 

Leadership
 • Cents and Sustainability
 • Environment Centre for NT
 • Four Degrees or More? 

Conference 
 • Green Way Up
 • Peter Cullen Trust
 • SBA (formerly EBA)
 • Sydney Ice Bear
 • Tarkine National Coalition
 • Tasmanian Land Conservancy 

(TLC)
 • The Wentworth Group of 

Concerned Scientists
 • Total Environment Centre
 • WWF New Zealand

2011/2012
 • 1 Million Women
 • AEGN 
 • AYCC & AYCC Changing Hearts 

and Minds Tour
 • Environment Centre for NT
 • Four Degrees or More? 

Conference
 • Griffin Theatre – Between  

Two Waves
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 • Simon McGrath – “Who left the 
tap running?”

 • Tasmanian Land Conservancy
 • TEC – NSW land clearing  

law review
 • The Wentworth Group of 

Concerned Scientists
 • SBA
 • WWF-New Zealand

2012/2013
 • 1 Million Women
 • AEGN 
 • AYCC
 • Environment Defenders Office 

(EDO) NSW
 • Griffin Theatre – Between  

Two Waves
 • Tasmanian Land Conservancy
 • TEC
 • SBA
 • The Wentworth Group of 

Concerned Scientists
 • Wild Migration
 • WWF-Australia
 • WWF-New Zealand

2013/2014
 • 1 Million Women
 • AEGN
 • AYCC
 • Boomerang Alliance
 • Climate Council of Australia
 • Earth Hour 2014 and  

Flagship Event
 • EDO NSW
 • National Toxics Network (NTN)
 • QuestaBird
 • Tasmanian Land Conservancy
 • Tasmanian Land Conservancy – 

“The Skullbone Experiment”
 • TEC
 • Roar Film / Documentary 

Australia Foundation – 
“Projecting Skullbone Plains”

 • SBA
 • The Wentworth Group of 

Concerned Scientists
 • Wild Migration
 • WWF-Australia
 • WWF-New Zealand

2014/2015
 • 1 Million Women
 • AEGN
 • AYCC

 • Boomerang Alliance
 • Climate Council of Australia
 • Earth Hour 2015
 • EDO NSW
 • Environment Centre for NT
 • NTN
 • Peter Cullen Trust
 • QuestaGame
 • SBA
 • Tasmanian Land Conservancy – 

“The Skullbone Experiment”
 • The Wentworth Group of 

Concerned Scientists
 • TEC
 • Wild Migration
 • WWF-New Zealand

2015/2016
 • 25zero
 • AEGN
 • AYCC
 • Boomerang Alliance
 • Centre for Australian Progress
 • CLIMARTE
 • Climate Council of Australia
 • Climate Media Centre project
 • Deep Breathing –  

Janet Laurence
 • EDO NSW
 • Environment Centre NT
 • On Albatross Island
 • The Wentworth Group of 

Concerned Scientists
 • TEC
 • WWF-New Zealand

2016/2017
 • AEGN
 • AYCC
 • Boomerang Alliance
 • Boomerang Bags
 • CLIMARTE
 • Climate Council of Australia
 • Environment Centre NT
 • Farmers for Climate Action 

(FCA)
 • Sustainable Living Foundation
 • The Wentworth Group of 

Concerned Scientists
 • TEC
 • TLC
 • WWF-New Zealand

2017/2018
 • AEGN
 • AYCC
 • Boomerang Alliance
 • Boomerang Bags
 • Centre for Australian Progress
 • Climate Council of Australia
 • EDO NSW
 • Environment Centre NT
 • FCA
 • National Private Land 

Conservation Conference
 • Stop Excessive Tree-clearing 

alliance
 • TEC
 • The Wentworth Group of 

Concerned Scientists

2018/2019
 • AEGN
 • AYCC
 • Bob Brown Foundation
 • Boomerang Alliance
 • Boomerang Bags
 • Business Council for 

Sustainable Development 
Australia

 • CLIMARTE
 • Cool Australia
 • Deforestation-Free Alliance 

(formerly Stop Excessive  
Tree-clearing alliance)

 • EDO NSW
 • Environment Centre NT
 • Farmers for Climate Action 
 • Sustainable Living Foundation
 • The Wentworth Group of 

Concerned Scientists

2019/2020
 • AEGN
 • AYCC
 • Boomerang Bags
 • Deforestation-Free Alliance
 • EDO
 • Environment Centre NT
 • Environmental Leadership 

Australia
 • Farmers for Climate Action 
 • Invasive Species Council
 • Original Power
 • QuestaGame
 • Sustainable Living Foundation
 • The Mulloon Institute
 • The Wentworth Group of 

Concerned Scientists
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